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OUR MISSION

The mission of the Catholic Press Association of the 
United States and Canada is to build and strengthen 

the value, effectiveness and identity of Catholic media 
by facilitating the professional development and 

spiritual growth of our members. We contribute to the 
Church’s mission of communicating the Good News 
and evangelizing the modern world by engaging and 
supporting the content creators and distributors of 

Catholic media.
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Dear members, 

Each year, I become more convinced of the crucial role Catholic media plays in the life of the Church. 
This year is no exception. During the coronavirus pandemic, you stepped up your work, relying even 
more heavily on various digital platforms. All the while, you maintained print publications, reaching 
many faithful Catholics who still look forward to hard copy editions. 

Catholic media has often made me think of the Prayer of St. Francis. You are instruments of God’s 
peace, sowing love where there is hatred, sharing faith with those who doubt and bringing light to the 
darkness. But you also know, as the prayer says, that “it is in giving that we receive.” 

That’s the way I feel about our association. Since the onset of the pandemic, the board of directors has 
focused on the changing needs of our members. We have organized webinars on advertising and digital 
workflows. We gathered as an association through virtual regional meetings. We assembled a COVID-19 
task force to be more responsive during this time. Under Vice President Amy Kawula’s leadership, we 
organized our first digital conference in the association’s history. And we have been advocating for 
Catholic media, inside and outside ecclesial circles, proclaiming why it is vital for the Church to tell her 
own story. We must never hide our light under a bushel basket. 

Through this work, we have been rewarded. As an association, we have flexed our collective media 
muscles. We joined together, as we always have, to learn from each other and support each other 
through encouraging words and prayer. We are a family. 

I don’t know how many members of our family take the time to read this annual report, but I hope 
you do. You will find here a number of reports, including one from Tim Walter, our executive director, 
who has helped us through a reenvisioning of our identity as the Catholic Media Association. You’ll also 
find the annual financial report from our treasurer, Joe Sinasac, and committee reports from other 
dedicated board members. 

Thank you for being a part of the Catholic Press Association as you help the Church live out its mission. 
You help your audiences grow closer to God as they grow in love for each other. 

Your brother in Christ, 

J.D. Long-García 
President, Catholic Press Association of the United States and Canada
Senior Editor, America

2020 ANNUAL REPORT MESSAGE FROM THE 

CPA PRESIDENT



BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
Our members join for a variety of reasons. Some join for networking and career growth, others for the 
fellowship of our industry, and still others simply for our awards program. Whatever your reason for 
joining, the CPA provides resources to help you thrive in your profession.

GIVING CATHOLICS A VOICE
The seed of the association was planted over 100 years ago. It finally blossomed in 1911 with the 
understanding that a united group could best serve the needs of the Catholic faith and the right to 
protect that faith with viable publications. The need for this unity is just as strong today as it was in 1911. 
The CPA allows members to connect with each other to exchange ideas. In addition, the CPA connects 
its members directly to bishops and the Vatican through conferences and webinars, and it provides a 
number of services to keep Catholic communications professionals and their colleagues strong.

CPA DIRECTORY
Every year, the CPA prints a current directory of organizational and individual members. New members 
receive a complimentary directory upon joining the CPA. Directories are updated annually and mailed to 
each member. Members can also search for existing members and send messages through our website.

COMMUNICATION DIRECTORS NETWORKING CHANNEL
As a privilege of membership, the CPA keeps communication professionals connected through its 
networking channel. Members reach out to each other on a regular basis to exchange ideas and solve 
problems. To participate, please contact Carol Arnold in the association office at carnold@catholicpress.org.

CATHOLIC MEDIA CONFERENCE
The annual Catholic Media Conference allows members to gather and discuss issues of concern to 
Catholic journalists and other Catholic communications professionals. Master camps and education 
tracks create tailored experiences for those seeking professional development.

ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAM
The CPA acknowledges excellence in the field with the annual Catholic Press Awards, CPA Book 
Awards, the Bishop John England Award, and the St. Francis de Sales Award. Member publications 
and publishers, large or small, may enter the Catholic Press Awards and the Catholic Book Awards. A 
ceremony is held each year at the Catholic Media Conference to recognize the winners. 

CATHOLIC PRESS ASSOCIATION

ABOUT US
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WEBINARS
The CPA partners with other Catholic organizations to bring relevant webinars to members. Webinars 
give the Catholic press community a chance to exchange ideas and learn from experts without having 
to leave the office.

CAREER CENTER
The CPA has an online career center that is free for members. In addition to posting open positions, 
members can upload a resume for potential employers to view on their online profiles.

THE CATHOLIC JOURNALIST
The CPA’s membership newspaper keeps our community informed on best practices, issues pertaining 
to religious freedom, and upcoming events. All members receive a free subscription to The Catholic 
Journalist and are welcome to submit articles for consideration.

CONSULTATION AND TRAINING
The CPA provides opportunities for members to receive grant supported assistance and training in 
a variety of areas related to their work. Many members have requested assistance in analyzing their 
workflow, business practices and operational procedures. Others have received assistance to develop 
integrated communication plans, crisis planning and specialized skill-set training. 
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Dear members:

The Catholic Press Association was in the process of changing its name and structure, planning the 
Catholic Media Conference, determining award recipients and developing training programs. Then the 
virus hit — and our lives changed. 

The CMC was cancelled, many projects were put on hold and training programs were launched to help 
members with work-from-home solutions. At the time of this writing, we still don’t know when we’ll 
be back in our offices and churches or with people in our communities. It is a time of uncertainty and 
sorrow, but also of strength. 

Working in quarantine has taught us about working remotely — and about our problem-solving skills. 
The next time we meet, there will be stories to share, jokes to tell, and prayers for those we have lost. 
The association will still exist, but it might look different than it did at the start of 2020. 

During this transitional time, the board of directors decided it best to postpone a few projects that 
were close to completion. 

• The CMC was cancelled and transitioned to a virtual conference.
• The launch of public relation training for communication professionals was postponed, for at least 

three months, until members are back in their offices.
• The vote on bylaws changes and the association name has been postponed until members are 

settled into their new routine

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

JUNE 2020
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A number of important things were accomplished between July 2019 and March 2020.

1.  The Fair Publishing and Practices Code, vetted and updated in early 2019, was published in the 
2020 CPA Directory. Setting the ethical standards for membership, all voting-eligible applicants 
must agree to abide by it to become a voting CPA member. Please read it; it defines who we are as 
Catholic communicators.

2.  The Catholic Journalism Scholarship Fund, an independent corporation supporting CPA education 
efforts for 55 years, was closed and incorporated into the CPA. The funds are now part of CPA 
monies and available for scholarship programs to benefit members.

3.  The CPA built a solid reserve to mitigate lost revenue from a cancelled CMC or other financial 
stressors impacting membership. That money was invested in a conservative portfolio with Knights 
of Columbus Asset Advisors to build revenue for member programs. We may now need those funds 
to balance a 2020 budget deficit.

4.  The board of directors worked with a consultant, Paul Henderson, to build an association structure 
that set the foundation for future growth. With communication professionals comprising 18% of 
membership, a structure was needed to give them full membership privileges on an equitable basis 
with the legacy publisher members. This was accomplished by creating a new member class and 
renaming the three other voting eligible member classes. The new classes are:

a.  Organization Media Member (formerly Publisher Member)
b.  Organizational Communication Member (the new class)
c.  Organization Staff Member (employees of an organizational member)
d.  Organizational Freelance Member (contract employees of an organizational member)

5.  The Bylaws Committee vetted these changes and updated all language in the bylaws to fit the new 
member class and names. In addition, all references to voucher and proxy voting was eliminated 
since all voting is done electronically and not at the annual in-person meeting. 

6.  Work is still under way to develop appropriate dues for communication departments and digital 
members, with a goal of using those rates in 2021. 

These six items detail a year’s worth of work by committees and dedicated members — and although 
the pandemic put a temporary halt to our conference and structure ratification, both will happen in the 
near future.

In the end, we will have learned from this year of challenges something about our work and our 
industry. The Catholic Press Association will emerge stronger than before and will continue to serve the 
Church, as it has since its inception in 1911. 

We are grateful for your work.

Tim Walter
Executive Director
Catholic Press Association of the United States and Canada



In normal times, this report would be full of good news about the financial health of the Catholic Press 
Association. But these are not normal times.

For many of you, dealing with the financial stress during this COVID-19 pandemic is of far greater 
urgency than worrying about the finances of the CPA. You have delegated that job to the board, people 
like myself, and our highly competent staff.

What I can offer you in this report is assurance that the CPA remains financially healthy and is in a 
good position to weather the pandemic with limited harm. This means that we can remain committed 
to finding ways to help you get through this period and deal with the incredible challenges you face in 
your everyday work.

You will find on these pages a summary of our expenses and revenue from our 2018 audited finances 
and preliminary numbers from 2019. The audit for this year has been delayed because of the pandemic. 
You’ll see that in both years, we had healthy surpluses that can be put toward maintaining the long-
term health of the CPA and improving direct benefits to members.

What these numbers don’t show you is the impact of COVID-19 on current finances. To that end, the 
board has reviewed, with staff, the impact of the pandemic on our annual Catholic Media Conference 
and ongoing operations. 

A few important findings:

1.  Cancelling the conference was done without having to cover significant costs, but also meant losing 
expected revenue. In effect, it removes $107,000 from our 2020 budget.

2.  The Dues and Next Century Fund were affected, but we still expect to bring in about 90% of expected 
revenue.

3. Taking into account lost revenue and reduced spending, we expect a deficit this year of $3,695, which 
can be managed through internal cost savings identified by staff.

It’s worth remembering that, a few years ago, the CPA decided to establish a long-term investment 
strategy. One of the purposes of this was to provide money to cover just such an emergency as we are 
experiencing now. At the moment, we have roughly $360,000 in a long-term fund and $120,000 in a 
short-term fund. These monies give us a vital security blanket to ensure the survival of the CPA if the 
pandemic has a financial impact beyond 2020.

As we work through the rest of this year, we will continue to monitor closely the effect of this pandemic 

TREASURER’S REPORT

2019-2020 FINANCIALS
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weather unexpected economic challenges.

-ticipate in the larger strategic review, particu-larly as it relates to dues and budgeting. 

allowed us to continue planning ahead to 
CPA. We have begun to draft an investment policy to ensure accountability, transparency and ethical probity as we set aside funds to 

revenue to cover the cost of new member services. Stayed tuned for developments.
Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Tim Walter and Barbara Mastrolia for their ongoing hard work to manage the 

acknowledge the support of CPA Board President Joe Towalski and Finance Commit-tee members Chris Gunty and Mark Lombard, who were extremely helpful during our delib-erations for the 2019 budget.

And thanks, too, to all our members for your ongoing support of the CPA and giving me the opportunity to serve as your Treasurer.

 
Joseph Sinasac 
Treasurer 
Catholic Press Association  of the United States and Canada

2018-2019 CPA FINANCIALS
2017: POST AUDIT (ROUNDED)

2018: PRE AUDIT (ROUNDED)
INCOME EXPENSES CHANGE IN 

NET ASSETS INCOME EXPENSES CHANGE IN 
NET ASSETS

CPAS   67,400  64,500  2,900  2,000  1,700  300 
Dues  231,100  -  231,100  232,500  -  232,500 

Next Century  34,200  -  34,200  36,100  -  36,100 

Donations  -  -  -  100  -  100 
CMC  196,500  118,400  78,100  256,000  120,300  135,700 

Awards  109,900  22,500  87,400  144,500  32,400  112,100 

Directory  22,100  11,500  10,600  19,700  11,300  8,400 
Tours  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Journalist  1,700  10,700  (9,000)  1,300  15,600  (14,300)

CPA Items  4,000  1,000  3,000  4,700  1,300  3,400 
Grants & 

Consultations  39,900  56,700  (16,800)  51,000  14,900  36,100 
Banking  3,300  100  3,200  4,500  2,200  2,300 
Payroll  -  298,200  (298,200)  -  297,000  (297,000)Overhead  -  119,300  (119,300)  -  143,700  (143,700)

TOTAL  710,100  702,900  7,200  752,400  640,400  112,000

on you, our members. As stewards of the CPA, we will also take all appropriate measures to safeguard 
the organization so that it can continue to serve you in the many ways you have come to expect and 
benefit from.

In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Tim Walter and Barbara Mastrolia for their 
ongoing hard work to manage the organization’s finances and operations. I also acknowledge the 
support of CPA President J.D. Long-García and Finance Committee members Chris Gunty and Mark 
Lombard, who were extremely helpful with regard to the 2020 budget and establishing the long-term 
investment funds.

And thanks, too, to all of our members, for your ongoing support of the CPA and giving me the 
opportunity to serve as your treasurer.

Joseph Sinasac
Treasurer
Catholic Press Association of the United States and Canada

2019-2020 CPA FINANCIALS
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BOARD OFFICERS  2020-2021

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  2020-2021

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS  2020-2021

JENNIFER BRINKER
Editorial Staff
Member, Newspaper
St Louis Review
St Louis, MO

JOHN FEISTER
Member at Large,
Magazine
Glenmary Challenge
Cincinnati, OH

PAULA GWYNN GRANT
Diocesan
Communication
Director
Archdiocese of Atlanta
Smyrna, GA

MICHAEL
LA CIVITA
Business Staff
Member, Magazine
One Magazine
New York, NY

J.D. LONG-GARCÍA
President, Publisher
Member, Magazine
America Magazine
New York, NY

MOST REV. MICHAEL
F. BURBIDGE
Honorary President
Chairman, U.S. Bishops’
Committee on
Communications
Bishop of Arlington 

AMY KAWULA
Vice President,
Business Staff
Member,  
Newspaper
The Compass
Green Bay, WI

ED LANGLOIS
Regional
Representative,
Western
Catholic Sentinel
Portland, OR

DEIRDRE MAYS
Member at Large
The Catholic
Miscellany
Charleston, SC 

ALTON PELOWSKI
Editorial Staff
Member, Magazine
Columbia
New Haven, CT

ANA RODRIGUEZ  SOTO
Regional
Representative,
Southern
Florida Catholic (Miami)
Miami, FL

 
MATTHEW
SCHILLER
Publisher Member,
Newspaper
Catholic New York
New York, NY

MARIA WIERING
Regional
Representative,
Midwest
The Catholic Spirit
St. Paul, MN

JOE TOWALSKI
Immediate Past
President
Ex-Officio
The Central
Minnesota Catholic
St. Cloud, MN

TIM WALTER
Executive Director
Ex-Officio
Catholic Press
Association
Chicago, IL

JOE SINASAC
Treasurer
Publisher Member,
General
Novalis Publishing
Toronto, ON 

KATHERINE LONG
Secretary,
Eastern Region
Representative
The Catholic Sun
Syracuse, NY
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MEMBERSHIP
John Feister, Chair

The Membership Committee is responsible for reviewing applications for membership in the Catholic 
Press Association, making introductory contacts with applicants and forwarding membership 
recommendations to the CPA Board of Directors for approval. It assists the association with 
membership growth and retention strategies. Membership is the heart of the association, of course. 
The CPA empowers members to serve one another in the members’ service to the Church, and to 
represent members in a broader way to the Church hierarchy. The CPA is supported principally by 
membership dues. 

Over the past year, the Membership Committee has continued its method of reviewing applications 
received by the CPA office via the CPA website, then making recommendations monthly to the board 
of directors, who consider the Membership Committee’s recommendation in their decision to accept 
or reject the application. The committee typically meets monthly via telephone conference call; 
occasionally during the past year, meetings have been asynchronously conducted using email.

Since May 2019, the committee has recommended 40 applicants for acceptance. All 40 were accepted 
by the board of directors. 

During the past year, revision of membership classes was under consideration by the board of 
directors, in light of a broadening membership. The Membership Committee was consulted along the 

CPA COMMITTEES

MEMBERS IN ACTION
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way and agreed strongly that reform of membership classifications was needed. Details of the proposal 
will be presented to the CPA membership by the Bylaws Committee at the 2020 Annual Meeting.

Finally, it must be noted that the global coronavirus pandemic that forced dramatic workplace changes 
throughout North America beginning in March 2020 has essentially stalled new membership in the CPA. 

CMC NATIONAL PLANNING
Amy Kawula, Chair

The National Planning Committee’s main duties are securing keynote speakers and organizing master 
camps and workshops for the annual Catholic Media Conference. Each year, the committee is assisted 
by a local team. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the committee is adapting the annual three-day event to a two-day 
virtual conference, with approval of the board of directors and in consultation with the local team 
in Portland, Ore. All speakers scheduled for 2020 have been invited to lead sessions at the virtual 
conference, or at a future webinar or conference. 

The committee also advises the CPA office on future conferences and has input on the dates, location 
and hotel for the CMC. It has historically helped seek new sponsors, exhibitors and volunteers, assisted 
with the conference schedule, been a resource for the local planning team and assisted with promotion 
of the conference. The committee members include at least one representative from the current local 
committee and one representative from a previous local committee, in addition to representatives 
serving in areas related to each of the tracks offered during the conference.
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AWARDS
Ana Rodriguez-Soto, Chair

The Catholic Press Awards committee this year vastly expanded the Spanish-language awards by 
adding 45 new categories. We tried to better differentiate between newsletters and magazines. 
Responding to feedback from last year, we tried to facilitate the judges’ work by limiting the number of 
related entries in a single category — so that, for example, they wouldn’t have to compare a three-part 
entry to a 20-part one. We also broke out the photography categories into various topics, since the 
catch-all categories such as “feature” and “news” no longer sufficed. We added categories to the All 
Member and Communication Department divisions as well. 

The number of entries in the various press categories increased from 2,706 in 2019 to 3,154 in 2020. 
The entries for book awards increased from 263 to 292; and the awards for student journalists in 
universities increased from 81 to 116. Only the Gabriel entries dipped slightly, from 150 last year to 128 
this year.

The staff in the CPA office helped boost the number of entries — especially in the student-journalist 
category — through their social media campaign. Their hard work throughout late summer, fall and 
winter also made the committee’s work not only possible but much easier. 

We hope the entry-submission process this year also made sense and was easy to navigate. We will 
keep working to improve it each year, and the same goes for the various awards categories and entries. 
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NOMINATING
Joe Towalski, Chair

Based on the constitution and bylaws of the Catholic Press Association, the president appoints a 
nominating committee and provides the committee with a list of the board positions open for election. 
The nominating committee is also given a list of all eligible members in any division that has an open 
seat on the board of directors. The nominating committee then nominates individuals for the open 
positions on the board of directors and subsequently for the officers of the association. 

For the 2020 election, there were two open seats on the board. The Nominating Committee 
recommended members to fill those seats. From that slate the membership elected the following board 
members to three-year terms:

• Michael La Civita — Business Staff Member, Magazine
• Deirdre Mays — Member at Large

Thank you to all CPA members who cast their votes for our association’s leadership. If any member 
would like to serve on the nominating committee, please send an email to Tim Walter, CPA executive 
director, at twalter@catholicpress.org. 

EDUCATION
Jennifer Brinker, Chair

The Education Committee is charged with providing continuing education opportunities within the 
Catholic Press Association. Our work is largely focused on producing quality webinars on a variety 
of topics of interest to our members. Because we know how busy work schedules can be, we also 
maintain an archive of past webinars for members to browse at their leisure, which is available on the 
Catholic Press Association website.
 
Previous topics include social media analytics, onboarding for new employees, Fair Publishing 
Practices Code, podcasting, public relations and photography and copyright issues. We look forward to 
continuing to provide webinars of interest to our members. We welcome your suggestions via email:  
Jennifer Brinker at jbrinker@archstl.org. For a list of upcoming webinars and access to the archives, 
visit catholicpress.org/webinars.

For more information about the other  
working committees of the CPA, please visit  
www.catholicpress.org, under CPA Board & Committees.
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BISHOP JOHN ENGLAND AWARD

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES AWARD

2019     Msgr. John E. Kozar, One Magazine
2018     Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas, Tucson, AZ
2017     Thomas C. Fox, National Catholic Reporter
2016     Greg Erlandson, Our Sunday Visitor
2015     Cardinal Francis George, Chicago, IL
2014     Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Washington, D.C.
2013     Most Rev. David D. Kagan, Bismarck, ND
2012     Most Rev. Matthew H. Clark, Rochester, NY
2011     Archbishop Daniel Buechlein, OSB, Indianapolis, IN
2010     Bishop Joseph A. Galante, Camden, NJ
2009     Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk, Cincinnati, OH
2008     Richard Ritter, Extension magazine, Chicago, IL
2007     Father Jeremy Harrington, OFM, St. Anthony
              Messenger, Cincinnati, OH
2006     Archbishop Alfred C. Hughes, New Orleans, LA
2005     Bishop Raymond J. Boland, Kansas City, KS
 

2004     The bishops from The Florida Catholic: Archbishop
John C. Favalora, Bishop Norbert M. Dorsey, Bishop
Gerald M. Barbarito, Archbishop Sean P. O’Malley,
Bishop John H. Ricard, Bishop Robert N. Lynch and
Bishop John J. Nevins

2003     Gerald Costello, The Christophers, New York, NY
2002     Bishop Anthony G. Bosco, Greensburgh, PA
2001     Archbishop Harry Joseph Flynn, Minneapolis, MN
2000     Cardinal John O’Connor, New York, NY
1999     Cardinal Bernard Francis Law, Boston, MA
1998     Father Robert Astorino, MM, Founder of the Union of
              Catholic Asian News
1997     Bishop David B. Thompson, Charleston, SC
1996     Neil and Patrica Kluepfel, Twenty-Third Publications, CT
1995     Bishop James A. Malone, Youngstown, OH
1994     Bishop Joseph T. O’Keefe, Syracuse, NY

2019     Mark Lombard
2018     Julie Asher
2017     Matthew Schiller
2016     Maria de Lourdes Ruiz
              Scaperlanda
2016     Archbishop Claudio Celli
              (special)
2015     Greg Erlandson
2015     Sister Mary Ann Walsh, RSM
              (special)
2014     Jim Lackey
2013     Peter Finney Jr.              
2012     Helen Osman
2011     Robert Zyskowski
2010     Anthony Spence
2009     Karen M. Franz
2008     Chic Davis
2007     John Thavis
2006     Owen P. McGovern (special)
2006     Father Jack Wintz, OFM
2005     Oscar Reyes
2004     Gerald Costello
2003     Jerry Filteau
2002     Dennis Heaney
2001     Anne Buckley
2001     Cardinal Avery Dulles (special)

2000     Christopher Gunty
1999     Robert G. Hoyt
1998     Arthur L. McKenna
1997     Father Norman Perry, OFM
1996     Father Mark J. Brummel, CMF
1995     Thomas N. Lorsung
1994     Barbara Beckwith
1993     Father John Catoir
1992     Albina Aspell
1991     Henry Gosselin
1990     Penny Lernoux
              (posthumously)
1989     Father Owen F. Campion
1988     James A. Doyle (special)
1988     Deacon Henry Libersat
1987     Edward S. Skillin
1987     Charles J. McNeill (special)
1986     Moises Sandoval
1985     Father Norman J.
              Muckerman, CSSR
1984     Msgr. George G. Higgins
1984     Cardinal John P. Foley (special)
1983     Ethel M. Gintoft
1982     Allen C. Bradley
              (posthumously)
1981     John F. Fink

1980     Father Thurston N. Davis, SJ
1979     Father Walter J. Burghardt, SJ
1978     Donald J. Thorman
              (posthumously)
1977     A.E.P. Wall
1976     Lillian R. Block
1975     Father John B. Sheerin, CSP
1974     Gerard E. Sherry
1973     Robert E. Burns
1972     Thomas A. Brennan (special)
1972     Father Jeremy Harrington, OFM
1971     Francis A. Fink
1970     Msgr. Robert G. Peters
1969     No award given
1968     James P. Shannon
1967     Father John Reedy, CSC
1966     Joseph A. Breig
1965     John Cogley
1964     Father Patrick O’Connor, SSC
1963     Floyd Anderson, KSG
1962     Father Albert J. Nevins, MM
1961     Father John Courtney Murray, SJ
1960     Frank A. Hall
1959     Dale Francis



Your membership association can use your talents to spread the new evangelization. 
Ask about joining a committee or growing your skills in a webinar.

Stay in touch by contacting us at:
205 West Monroe Street, Suite 470
Chicago, IL 60606
312-380-0789

@Catholic Press

facebook.com/catholicpress

@CatholicPressAssociation
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